July Editorial
For this month of July, I wanted to propose a reflection on the theme of Sustainable Development, which is the 12th Millennium Objective, taking advantage of a reflection by
Prof. Guido Mosca, coordinator of the AISEC Project. The theme is of extreme interest to
all of us engaged in Development Programs with the firm will to grow rural communities,
not only during the execution of each program but laying the foundations for a lasting development!

Objective 12 is: "Ensuring sustainable patterns of production and consumption", but analyzing
word for word, what does it really mean?
Ensuring recalls the peremptory assumption of a responsibility to create the right conditions
to achieve a goal. Consequently, it is not correct to interpret it in a reductionist as a generic
commitment to "do something". This responsibility belongs to each subject that, although with
different roles, acts within a social community, and we will see more clearly later. It is an assumption of responsibility that must occur in all levels, from supranational organizations to
state governments to individuals called to make their own contribution.
Models, that is, articulated and coherent systems that have proved effective and fundamental
characteristics of replicability and adaptability to different environments and contexts, ensuring
proper functioning. This suggests that it is not enough virtuous, disconnected from each other
and do not respond to a coherent overall picture.
Sustainable: it is the term that presents a greater risk of ambiguity. In the first place, to note
the use of an absolute term, rather than a comparative expression, such as: "more sustainable
than the current ones". As a result, the sustainability of these models should specific characteristics, i.e.:
•

Durability over time: a model is sustainable that, applied cyclically and systematic over a
long period of time, produces the expected results without creating negative impacts on the
elements of the external context, entering or leaving the model.

•

Applicability: a model that can be applied in different dimensions is sustainable, maintaining its characteristics and the context in which it is inserted.

•

Equilibrium: a model, capable of balancing the different factors used to maintain harmony
and balance, is sustainable. A model that tends to produce imbalances and that does not
solve in itself this problem is not sustainable because for the imbalances over time will tend
to add up and determine the fractures that may impair the operation of the model itself.

Production and consumption, that is, the entire economic system, the areas of application of
these sustainable models. It is therefore clear how important business is, the which should be
reviewed in accordance with the need to ensure sustainability. Equally necessary is the change
that must occur in the consumption model, where the consumer behaviour will have to be more
social and environmental sustainability. Understood in these terms, we can understand more
deeply how goal 12 contemplates the deep questioning of the economic system that has been
consolidated so far, based on a model of a linear economy.
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This model seems to be his, it is
a type of "no man's land", from which it is extracted sources, regardless of the availability of
an overflow to increase waste and waste, regardless of impacts results in a medium and long
period. The alternative can only be to change the reference from linear to circular.

In fact, the circular economy makes it clear in its scheme that the "no man's land" does not
exist, but there is the Earth of all, the only one we have available. That no man's land is our
land our air, our water. As the production cycle begins with the acquisition of raw materials
and natural resources, it is necessary to intervene to minimize the pressure on natural systems;
Circular economy is the secondary raw material, that is, used in previous production cycles,
recovered with waste and residues and regenerated to be reintroduced into a new production
cycle. At the end of the cycle, when you will create potential waste, the circular economy manage the end of life of each product with a phase of collection, decomposition and recovery, as
much as possible, of the materials that compose it, in order to be regenerated and reused in new
product cycles.

But recycling is not the only axiom on which the circular economy model is based, It is important to mention at least two others: Reduce and reuse. If the former, recycle, the sphere of
business (production), the latter has much to do with the behaviour of us citizens in our choices
of consumption.

Reducing means first eliminating waste. As citizens, we spend an amount of our income from
the purchase of goods we do not use or that become waste early too much. Only in the food
sector, for example, is it estimated that more than 25% of food bought by families are not
actually consumed and end up in the trash can. But reduce it also means rethinking our approach as consumers, for example by changing attention to own a good to use it; an example
for everyone: use a shared car instead of buying a car of its own.
Reuse means substantially extending the useful life of goods in circulation, precisely delay its
end of life, and can have at least two possible applications: the first is choosing to fix a property
instead of replacing it; the second is prefer the purchase of used or reclaimed products, and
fully efficient, rather than buying new products.
As a result of this analysis, it is clear that the time horizon until 2030 indicated by the ODS
The UN is extremely close and involves a formidable acceleration in the transformation of the
situation. With a significant risk of serious repercussions. But although the period of this transformation requires more time, we should convince that initialization cannot be delayed because
nature will not allow more time before expressing, in a dramatic way, the unsustainability of
the current model.
What do you think?
Specifically, we are all invited to take on the circular economy vision, starting within our
homes and in our offices, valuing how much can be recovered and reused and collaborating in the recycling of waste!

