Editorial – July 2014

An NGO must be neutral!!
Given the many political movements swarming in our country!

The concept of neutrality that should characterize the Mozambican NGO’s is still not
a comon understanding among members and especially the leaders of humanitarian
organizations.
An article appeared in the newspaper recently related to an interview with a founder
and leader of a Mozambican NGO, whom openly expressed his support for a certain
political party, therefor denigrating the whole peace ongoing process in the country.
The leader and founder of the NGO, lost the concept of neutrality that an NGO must
have has a ongoing aim in day to day work, since an NGO is concerned about social
stability.
How can on become partisan, when we all know that most political parties consists of
sins, lies, dishonesty, lack of commitment and the aim to keep their POWER,
economic interests and nothing else.
We sometimes run into political frameworks that aim to be the "political party" like
the word explains but it is difficult since the minority is always hindered by the mass
of members voting only to reinforce the POWER.
The people who benefit from the support of NGOs need sincerity, honesty and nonpartisan people. People who know how to promote justice rather then provoke hatred
and violence, and that can demostrate the path for a community to develop, as well
has the whole country.

We can inspire people to vote, to participate in development, in conflict resolution,
but never to declare, hence creating an irreparable gap between the people around us.
This leader of a so called " NGO " understands nothing about NGOs and
humanitarian service. I think he only wanted to stand out so tomorrow he could
become a politician like the others!!! Take advantage of his NGO to enter a field that
has nothing to do with the objectives of the NGO.
The Neutrality is what covers the relationship between NGOs and Government!
It is true that we have a good relationship with the Government and with the
implementation of their plans, they reflect the true interest of the integrated
population growth. But we will never become their "puppets, especially when, in the
middle of it all, comes into play briberies and corruption.
It is true that if we are not neutral towards them, they can easily beset us, force us to
pay a lot more then normal, only to be approved has a service programs. We are
seeing a increase of the terrible habit of tipping, imitating private enterprises, that to
win the contest, one does not doubt the behavior of corruption .... and all that money
that should be used for social purposes, will only thicken the pockets of the attentive
mediators.
We need to free ourselves of all of this, be transparent, dedicated to the service of
others, and never obey the rich thieves that do work hard, but only for their own
interest and nothing that has to do with the common good for the people.

Nevertheless ..... let´s go forward, towards neutrality and freedom of any commitment
that puts us down.

Ciao

Domenico

